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Preface

Any time that one brings up the subject of holiness, you will get a variety of
opinions regarding what holiness is, how you obtain it, and whether it is actually
something that should be pursued by contemporary believers. It is my position, which
will be revealed throughout the follow discussion, that holiness is for the believer today,
it is something that is required by GOD, and that it is something that cannot be obtained
but rather is bestowed on the believer by GOD. Our responsibility is to walk in it once it
has been given to us. The justification for my position will be revealed in the texts that
will accompany each lesson.

I have organized the following material into separate lessons that should facilitate
a better understanding of the material and will allow the material to be shared in group
settings as well as the means for individual study. The first lesson will start with some
basics and then each succeeding lesson will build upon the previous one. We would
suggest that the student do a lesson a week in order to be able to allocate an
appropriate amount of time to study and reflect on the material that is presented. At the
end of the lesson, the student may email us with a brief writing detailing the personal
insights that they have gained from the material. If the student completes this process
with all fourteen lessons, we will send a certificate of completion to the student. The
student is always welcome to email us with any questions that they may have regarding
the material.

The lessons are designed to be a balance between exposition and Scripture. I
think that many times in our present culture, we are too accustomed for teachers to
expound the Word of GOD to us rather then having us take the time to study it for
ourselves. I tried to reach a balance where I was able to expound on various subjects
but also I have included the scripture references in order to aid personal study. While
some may think the scripture references are burdensome and that they may hinder the
flow of the material, I can only respond, “yes, I understand your concern but this is after
all the Word of GOD and what else could possibly have a higher priority in our lives then
taking the time to learn what the Word of GOD actually says.” If you disagree with me
on this point then this material is probable not for you. If you are not sure how you feel
on the matter, then feel free to explore the material and judge for yourself the merit of
the references. If you feel that studying actual scripture references is the greatest thing
since sliced bread then you should find the material very helpful.

It should also be mentioned that I am a Messianic believer in Yeshua (Jesus)
and as such I have geared the material to reflect a Messianic message. I have
purposely toned down the Messianic verbiage so that new comers would feel
comfortable with the material and they would not become confused. I did include some
Messianic references for educational purposes.



4

In light of this effort I have chosen to use the name GOD to refer to YHWH
Elohim (the LORD GOD), rather then Adonai, HaShem, or any other Hebraic name. I
also use the name Jesus most often rather than the Hebrew—Yeshua. I used the
name Holy Spirit is this manner rather then the Ruach HaKodesh Hebraic reference.
It is my hope that the more studied Messianic believer will understand this necessity in
order to make the material more conducive to study by people that are new to the study
of Hebrew Roots.

It is also my hope that this material will have as great an impact on your life as it
has on mine. I spent most of my spiritual life focused on the New Testament message
of grace and salvation, while ignoring the wealth of spiritual knowledge that was there in
the Old Testament but that was undiscovered in my ignorance. I will always be grateful
for my brothers and sisters that are in the Hebrew Roots studies for their patience and
guidance in understanding GOD’s purposes and designs. As I was struggling to
understand the Bible from a Hebraic mindset, I began to more clearly see the message
that GOD was bringing forth from Genesis to Revelation and my life took a great step
forward.

I understand the matters of the End Times from a more complete perspective. I
understood that following the Torah was not just following a set of rules but rather it was
an experience that I joined in with the Holy Spirit to understand the spirit behind the
instructions. The purpose of GOD in giving the Torah was to help us understand how
we can live a life that is pleasing (and productive) to GOD. I understood that the Holy
Spirit would help me to live a life that honored GOD with my whole being and resources
while at the same time treating my fellow man in a manner that I would want to be
treated. The Torah gave me the practical guidelines for doing so, but it was the Holy
Spirit that gave me the specifics on how to walk these guidelines out in the world that I
lived in. This one Hebrew Roots concept changed my life forever.

Part of the reason for the change in my life was that I realized that as Gentile, I
was outside the Covenant of Israel, Ephesians 2:11-13 NLT:

Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders by birth. You were called
“the uncircumcised ones” by the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision,
even though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts. In those days you
were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from God’s people, Israel, and
you did not know the promises God had made to them. You lived in this world
without God and without hope. But now you belong to Christ Jesus. Though
you once were far away from God, now you have been brought near to him
because of the blood of Christ.
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GOD made His covenant solely with the people of Israel for them to obey Him
and to show forth a holy nation that was in stark contrast to the Gentile nations that
followed the course of the people of the first chapter of the Book of Romans; they
choose to worship animals, heavenly bodies, the elements of creation rather than
worship the Creator Himself. By heritage, I was one of those people that did not
worship the Creator, but GOD in His wonderful grace reached out to my life and drew
me to Jesus so that I could be part of the covenant people; I was grafted into Jesus as
Paul spoke about in Romans 11:17-18 NLT:

But if some of the branches were broken off, and you — a wild olive — were
grafted in among them and have become equal sharers in the rich root of the
olive tree, then don't boast as if you were better than the branches! However, if
you do boast, remember that you are not supporting the root (Jesus), the root
is supporting you. (Emphasis added is mine)

Since I was grafted in to the covenant people, I now had the obligation to walk in
the covenant myself. Our walk today is different from the walk of the original Israelites
for we no longer live in the physical Promised Land but we follow the tenets of the Torah
teachings in our hearts and by the Holy Spirit. This is what Jesus meant when He said
that the time had come to worship Him in spirit and truth, John 4:24. In other words, we
don’t worship Him by the physical acts of the Torah, but we take those physical things
that were types and shadows, Colossians 2:17 and we now worship GOD in spiritual
things that require a pure heart in order to do so. Have you even tried to worship GOD
in the Holy Spirit when you didn’t feel like it? It is really hard because our hearts are
not right with Him. But when are hearts are right with Him, by obeying the spiritual
instructions of the Torah, our hearts will then soar to meet Him. I praise GOD that He
will even take my errant heart at times and draw me into His presence so that I can
worship Him like He wants to be worshipped. This is the blessing of the covenant
people.

Perhaps the most beneficial concept to me was the understanding of my need to
serve GOD. Sometimes in our Gentile oriented New Testament theology, we get it
turned around and we think GOD is there to serve us. It is as we begin to grasp the
concept that our purpose on this Earth is to revere GOD and to follow his
commandments (instructions), we will begin to realize the power of GOD more fully in
our lives. I had often wondered why the First Century Church was so powerful. I began
to realize that is was because they understood the concept of servanthood that had
been demonstrated by the life of Jesus.
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The most poignant moment in the whole process was the moment that I realized
that I had not been serving GOD but rather all these years I was really serving myself.
It was with this regret in mind that I humbled myself before GOD and committed my
heart to living a life that was obedient to His Word. I felt an immediate change in my life
as I began to experience a power that I had never known before. My spiritual growth
accelerated and the fruit of the Holy Spirit blossomed in my life. This experience has
become known in the Hebrew Roots movement as ‘being born again, again. We were
once born again by salvation (escaping the death penalty for our sin). But few of us
ever really understood what it meant to make Him the LORD of our life. The Hebrew
people have had nearly four thousands years of practice in this area and we would be
wise to understand this mission from their perspective. It is my great hope that you also
will come to this born again, again experience as you come to understand this material

Praise to GOD for the privilege of doing this writing, shalom in Adonai’s love:

Steven Goodenough
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The Believer’s Call To Holiness

King Solomon, who was the wisest man on the earth, once admonished mankind
of their primary duty in life was to revere GOD and keep his commands, Ecclesiastes
12:13. There are many people today that resist any reference to having to obey the Old
Testament commandments for they were made obsolete by the teachings of Jesus.
The problem with this attitude is that it is not true. Jesus said that He did not come to
abolish the Law (the Torah Commandments), Matthew 5:17 and He stated emphatically
that if we were to love Him, then we were expected to keep His commands, John 4:15.
The commands that Jesus offered were based on the Torah (which means the
teachings of GOD’s) instructions. They had to be or else Jesus would have been
considered a false Messiah.

The reason that most people reject the idea of following commandments is that
they have a distorted view of the Torah instructions by the inappropriate translation of
the Greek word nomos. Most translations use the word ‘law’ to render the Greek word
nomos. Unfortunately this rendering gives the impression of crime and punishment,
which gives the believer a sense that GOD is out to get them if they mess up. This
usage is a negative perspective that is like looking at the glass half empty. A more
appropriate rendering would be ‘instruction’ or ‘teaching.’ The Hebrews looked at the
instructions found in the commandments and ordinances as teachings regarding how to
live a pleasing life before GOD. It was an outlook that promoted blessings from GOD
rather than focusing on the punitive aspects of the commandments. This usage is like
looking at the glass as half full.

It is when we use this more positive outlook regarding the Torah instructions then
we begin to realize the positive intention of GOD as He encourages us to keep His
commandments. GOD is holy and He expects us to be holy as well as stated in
Leviticus 11:44 NLT: I, the LORD, am the one who brought you up from the land of
Egypt to be your God. You must therefore be holy because I am holy. Since GOD is
totally holy, righteous, and loving: He doesn’t experience the pains of sin. That is why
GOD wants us to be holy so that we can escape the pains of sin in our life. We
maintain holiness by keeping the commandments (instructions) of GOD as stated in the
following verses:

Leviticus 19:1-4 NLT: The LORD also said to Moses, “Say this to the entire
community of Israel: You must be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy.
Each of you must show respect for your mother and father, and you must always
observe my Sabbath days of rest, for I, the LORD, am your God. Do not put your
trust in idols or make gods of metal for yourselves. I, the LORD, am your God.
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Leviticus 20:7-9 NAB: So set yourselves apart to be holy, for I, the LORD, am
your God. Keep all my laws and obey them, for I am the LORD, who makes you
holy.
Numbers 15:39-40 NLT: The tassels will remind you of the commands of the
LORD, and that you are to obey his commands instead of following your own
desires and going your own ways, as you are prone to do. The tassels will help
you remember that you must obey all my commands and be holy to your God.

Following the instructions of these verses will keep the pain of sin from our lives
and will accommodate a greater appropriation of GOD’s blessings for it is the direct
result of reaping what we have sown, Galatians 6:7. We are encouraged in Hosea
10:12, to sow seeds for a great harvest: If you sow righteousness for yourselves, you
will reap according to grace. Break up unused ground for yourselves, because it is time
to seek Adonai, till he comes and rains down righteousness upon you. Jesus tells us
that what ever we give up or sow to the kingdom will come back in great rewards,
Matthew 19:29 NLT: And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or
father or mother or children or property, for my sake, will receive a hundred times as
much in return and will have eternal life.

GOD wants us to be blessed, so He provided the children of Israel with the
option of receiving His blessings through obedience, Deuteronomy 11:26. These
blessings are a sign of GOD’s love for us for He calls us His treasure in Deuteronomy
7:6 NLT: For you are a holy people, who belong to the LORD your God. Of all the
people on earth, the LORD your God has chosen you to be his own special treasure.
GOD values His children and like any good parent, He wants the best for us and for
those around us. One of the great side benefits of obedience to GOD’s
commandment is that we shine forth a witness that will be a positive light to those
people that are around us as stated in Deuteronomy 28:9-10 NLT:

If you obey the commands of the LORD your God and walk in his ways, the
LORD will establish you as his holy people as he solemnly promised to do. Then
all the nations of the world will see that you are a people claimed by the LORD,
and they will stand in awe of you.

Jesus stated this same concept before His disciples when He gave this example
in Matthew 5:14-16 NLT:

You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No
one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on
a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your
good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly
Father.
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Our obedience is a light that will lead others to GOD. As they see our good
deeds, which are manifested through our loving actions, and they see the blessings of
GOD on us; they will be drawn to this light. The enemy tries to block our witness and
thus our blessings by tempting us into sin. This is why we must depend on GOD to give
us the power to walk in holiness. We know that walking in holiness is important to GOD
for He states in the following:

Deuteronomy 23:14 NLT: The camp must be holy, for the LORD your God
moves around in your camp to protect you and to defeat your enemies. He must
not see any shameful thing among you, or he might turn away from you.
Heb 13:21 NLT: may He equip you with all you need for doing His will. May He
produce in you, through the power of Jesus Christ, every good thing that is
pleasing to Him. All glory to Him forever and ever! Amen.

GOD, through the power of Jesus in us, will work to aid our walk in holiness. It is
reassuring to know that the work of holiness is not dependent on our own efforts but
rather on the power of Jesus and the Holy Spirit to guide us and empower us in our
efforts. This is important for we are responsible to shun the works of the flesh that are
described in Galatians 5:19-21 NKJ:

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders,
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I
also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God.

We have the choice to avoid these things and the choice to walk in holiness
through the power of GOD. Just as Jesus resisted the temptation of the Devil while in
the wilderness by quoting scripture, we also can resist the enemy by relying on His
strength that is in us and by quoting the appropriate scripture. It is important that we
know the Scriptures for this purposes but it is not necessary. We can in those situations
draw on the name of Jesus to meet our need. Having resisted, we are to walk in the
power of the Holy Spirit, which wars against our natural impulses to seek the works of
the flesh, Galatians 5:16-17 NKJ:

I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the
flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are
contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. But if
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
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When we allow the Holy Spirit to rule in our life and to direct us in the paths of
righteousness (GOD’s instructions) then we do not fall under the condemnation of the
Law (GOD’s commandments) for we are automatically doing what is consistent with the
precepts of GOD’s instructions. It is like the admonition of Paul that walking in love (the
fruit of the Holy Spirit) is the fulfillment of the Law (GOD’s instructions), Galatians 5:14
NLT: For the whole law can be summed up in this one command: "Love your neighbor
as yourself. The fruit of the Holy Spirit is described in Galatians 5:22-23 NLT: But
when the Holy Spirit controls our lives, he will produce this kind of fruit in us: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Here
there is no conflict with the law.

It is at this point that we realize the ultimate fruit of holiness, which is love. GOD
is holy and GOD is love as stated in 1 John 4:8 NLT: But anyone who does not love
does not know GOD—for GOD is love. It is as we choose to walk in holiness, as
enabled by the Holy Spirit that we will act in love to all that are around us. This love is
described in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 LBT:

Love is very patient and kind, never jealous or envious, never boastful or proud,
never haughty or selfish or rude. Love does not demand its own way. It is not
irritable or touchy. It does not hold grudges and will hardly even notice when
others do it wrong. It is never glad about injustice, but rejoices whenever truth
wins out. If you love someone, you will be loyal to him no matter what the cost.
You will always believe in him, always expect the best of him, and always stand
your ground in defending him.

When we walk in love, we are constantly thinking of the benefit of those around
us rather than focusing in on our own self-centered desires. The central attribute of
holiness is the welfare of others: GOD to mankind, mankind to mankind, mankind to
GOD. We will then realize a life of worship to GOD in everything that we do. This is
especially true when we give of ourselves to help those that are in need. Serving others
can bring a more balanced perspective of is important in life and thereby reducing the
temptations to sin. Also when we witness the needs of others first hand, we gain a
better perspective on how GOD has blessed us.

The enemy has tried to deceive us into thinking that sin is a natural part of our
lives and that we can only do the best that we can do and thus we will suffer the effects
of sin the rest of our lives. This thinking is totally contrary to the admonition of Jesus to
go and sin no more, John 8:11; the admonition of Paul to flee immorality, 1 Corinthians
6:18; and the admonition of Peter to stop sinning, 1 Peter 4:1. So let’s follow the
instruction of Hebrews 12:1 NLT:
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the
life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin
that so easily hinders our progress. And let us run with endurance the race that
God has set before us.

If we will do this, we will realize more blessings in our lives and be a blessing to
all that are around us, just as was Abraham. GOD promised Abraham with great
blessings if he would be obedient to GOD’s call, Genesis 12:1-3 NLT:

Then the Lord told Abram, "Leave your country, your relatives, and your father's
house, and go to the land that I will show you. I will cause you to become the
father of a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and I will make
you a blessing to others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who
curse you. All the families of the earth will be blessed through you."

It is important that we realize that our blessings are also tied to our obedience to
GOD’s will for our life. Our obedience to GOD’s instructions will provide this same
legacy for us if we choose to walk in GOD’s holiness and the resultant love. Paul
emphasizes this goal in the admonition found in Romans 12:1 NLT: And so, dear
brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God. Let them be a living
and holy sacrifice—
the kind he will
accept. This sacrifice
is a lifestyle that is
constantly putting the
things of GOD before
the earthly desires.
The morning is spent
in devotion to GOD;
the day is spent
serving others (even
while at work we can
be ministering to
others); and the
evening is another
time of devotion to
GOD. We are now
realizing that serving GOD is a 24/7 proposition. With this level of servitude in mind, we
are now able to look freshly at the prime duty of mankind as expressed by King
Solomon: to revere GOD and to keep His commandments (instructions).
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Following The Instructions Of GOD

Part One: Loving GOD

It became evident from our earlier teaching regarding holiness that we are to
obey the commandments (instructions) of GOD. The next question is how do we do
that and what commandments must we follow? The ‘how to’ question will be discussed
in a future teaching when we explore in greater detail the will of GOD for our lives. The
question of what commandments to follow will be discussed in this teaching. It is
evident from the understanding of history that many of the specific instructions can no
longer be followed due to two main considerations.

One consideration is the abolishment of the priestly sacrificial system. Jesus
has replaced the high priest, Hebrews 3:1 and we, as believers, have replaced the
Levitical priesthood, 1 Peter 2:9. The entire sacrificial system has been replaced by the
ministry of Jesus in heaven, Hebrews 8:1-2, 9:11-12. The earthy sacrificial system was
a shadow of the heavenly system where Jesus now ministers. While we do not actually
sacrifice animals due to the sufficiency of Jesus’ blood, we still offer spiritual sacrifices
that are spiritual expressions of the truths found in the physical sacrifices.

The second consideration is that regarding civil instructions. Since we no longer
live in the theocracy of the original Hebrew nation, the civil laws would not apply to us.
For instance, we no longer immediately stone people for their transgressions. Such
actions would be contrary to the civil laws of our land and the spiritual laws presented
by Jesus—he who is without sin cast the first stone. We still need to understand the
spiritual principles behind these civil laws for there is great meaning behind them but we
do not express them directly in our lives.

This leaves us with the moral instructions and the GOD ordained feasts. The
feasts will be covered in a later teaching. The moral instructions will be covered in this
teaching as part one and the following teaching as part two. As we proceed into this
teaching, it is important to remember that the entire Torah instructions (all 613 of them)
can be broken down within the Ten Commandments: The first five relate to our ministry
to GOD and the next five relate to our ministry to our fellow man. We will address the
first five commandments in this teaching. Before we begin however, it is important for
us to realize the commonly used word ‘commandment’ is not the most appropriate word
to discuss these instructions. The word ‘statement’ would be more appropriate since
there is not a punitive aspect to these instructions that would imply a commandment.
Rather these are instructions from a loving Father to His children regarding the manner
that they are to live their life and to receive the fullness of blessings that their Father
desires to give them.

The first commandment (statement of GOD) is found in Exodus 20:2-3 ESV:
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I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery.

This instruction or statement places the worship of YHWH (LORD GOD) in the
primary position and is forbidding of the sharing of this worship with any other god.
Since YHWH (the Hebrew name of GOD as given to Moses) had delivered the children
of Israel from their bondage in Egypt, YHWH was fully deserving of their total worship.
The same is true for us today. GOD has delivered us from the bondage of our sin and
our slavery to the world system (symbolized by Egypt). Since GOD has done this
wonderful work for us, we need to give our undivided worship to Him.

We are instructed by both the Torah and by the teachings of Jesus to love GOD
with all of our heart, soul and might, Deuteronomy 6:5 and Mark 12:33. GOD desires
that all of our motivations be directed at Him; that all of our mind, will, and emotions be
dedicated to GOD; and that all of our resources—financial and property—be given to
His service. This is why Jesus tells us that we cannot serve GOD and the desire for
money at the same time, Luke 16:13. If we focus on accumulating money and
possessions then we are not apt to give our resources over to GOD when we need to
serve Him or our fellow man. We shall see from these verses that follow, having any
affection for the things of the world can cause us to lose our focus on GOD and thus,
creating many problems in our faith walk:

Colossians 3:5 NLT: So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you.
Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don't
be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world.
Philippians 3:19 NJK: For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now
tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose
end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame—
who set their mind on earthly things.
1 John 2:15 NLT: Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you
love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you.

The second commandment (statement of GOD) has to do with the worshipping of
idols and is found in Exodus 20:4-6 ESV:

You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a
carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow
down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth
generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of
those who love me and keep my commandments.
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We can look at the long history of the children of Israel and their continued
efforts of idolatry and wonder how could they do this when GOD had been so powerfully
demonstrated in their midst? Then we can look at our lives and find the many idols that
we have. Though we might not construct graven images, we nevertheless divert our
affections unto material things, people, entertainment, ideas, and even social causes as
‘idols’ that rob us of our affection for GOD. Paul warns against idol worship in 1
Corinthians 8:4 where he tells us that idols are not gods. YHWH has already informed
us that He is the one true GOD and that there are no others. Yet in the evil heart of
man there is a constant desire of man to ignore the one true GOD and instead place his
innate need to worship (affection) on other things. Paul describes this very situation in
Romans 1:23 NLT:

And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols
made to look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles.

The major problem with idols beyond the issue of misplaced affection is that what
we are actually worshipping is evil spirits. Paul describes this situation in 1 Corinthians
10:19-20 NLT:

What am I trying to say? Am I saying that food offered to idols has some
significance, or that idols are real gods? No, not at all. I am saying that these
sacrifices are offered to demons, not to God. And I don't want you to participate
with demons.

This was the reason that many people suffered with demonic afflictions at that
time for the world was filled with pagan temples that were inhabited by evil spirits.
Since idol worship was such a prominent part of life in those days, it is only natural that
such influences should be felt. Lest we think that this problem is not a current one, just
look at how much attention is spent on rock stars, sports figures, and movie stars to see
the same sort of thing going on today. The venues may have changes but the
misplacement of our affections to the things of this world is the same today as it was
then.

The third commandment (statement of GOD) has to do with using the sacred
name of YHWH inappropriately. This instruction is found in Exodus 20:7 ESV:

You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will
not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
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We often think of this ‘commandment’ as a prohibition against swearing but in
reality it is much more. As you study the Torah, you become aware of the great value
that YHWH places on His name. There are numerous admonitions against profaning
the name of GOD. His name can be profaned in a number of ways. In those days it
was common for people to evoke the name of GOD when making a vow. This practice
is a misuse of the name of GOD and Jesus preached against such a practice in
Matthew 5:37 CJB:

Just let your 'Yes' be a simple 'Yes,' and your 'No' a simple 'No'; anything more
than this has its origin in evil.

Certainly taking GOD’s name and using it as a curse word is inappropriate but it
is also inappropriate to use His name in an attempt to deceive others. Perhaps the
most overlooked manner in which GOD’s name can be profaned is in the area of our
conduct. Paul describes this situation in Romans 2:23-24 NLT:

You are so proud of knowing the law, but you dishonor God by breaking it. No
wonder the Scriptures say, "The Gentiles blaspheme the name of God because
of you.

When we do not follow the instructions of GOD, our conduct will reflect an
ungodly nature. When people see this conduct, they will think less of GOD—‘if that is
what it means to be a Christian then I can do without it.’ We are to witness before the
world a loving and holy nature that will draw people to GOD, not repel them. One place
that this principle is particularly true is in the workplace. It is in the stresses and strains
of the workplace that our inner character can be exposed as described by Paul in 1
Timothy 6:1 NLT:

All slaves (employees) should show full respect for their masters so they will not
bring shame on the name of God and his teaching. (Emphasis added is mine).

The fourth commandment (statement of GOD) has to do with the keeping of the
Sabbath and is found in Exodus 20:8-11 ESV:

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do
all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it
you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male
servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within
your gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the
Sabbath day and made it holy.
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GOD had originally created the Sabbath as a special remembrance for the great
work of creation, Genesis 2:2-3 NLT:

On the seventh day God had finished His work of creation, so He rested from
all His work. And God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy, because it
was the day when He rested from all His work of creation.

It was intended that mankind would cease from their labors to reflect on GOD
and His works. It was in this honoring of GOD by ceasing from our activities that would
make the day holy. The practice of honoring the Sabbath was lost by the time of the
exodus of Israel so GOD gave this more detailed statement in order to reinstate the
practice of honoring the Sabbath. It was in this statement that the emphasis was placed
on not working. The sages of Israel would spend the succeeding years in much
discussion regarding what constituted work. The result of this effort was a long list of
rules regarding working on the Sabbath. The Pharisees of the time of Jesus did
condemn Him for doing miracles on the Sabbath because it violated their rules. Jesus
did correct them by informing them that it was lawful to do good on the Sabbath, Mark
3:4 NLT:

Then He turned to His critics and asked, "Does the law permit good deeds on
the Sabbath, or is it a day for doing evil? Is this a day to save life or to destroy
it?" But they wouldn't answer Him.

Jesus was aware of the provisions of the law that allowed the priests to minister
on the Sabbath; that physicians could save lives on the Sabbath; and that if one of them
had an animal that fell into a pit, then they would rescue the animal as prescribed by the
Torah instructions. What Jesus was attacking was the tendency of mankind to bring
the things of Torah into ‘legalism’ by placing their own private interpretations on the
instructions. Jesus demonstrated by his continued practice of healing on the Sabbath
that the Sabbath was created for the benefit of mankind, Mark 2:27 NLT:

Then Jesus said to them, "The Sabbath was made to meet the needs of people,
and not people to meet the requirements of the Sabbath.

Perhaps the most overlooked aspect of the Sabbath is that the practice of the
weekly Sabbath is a portrayal of our lifelong servitude to GOD, by which we surrender
our will and desires in order to follow the example of Jesus as He illustrated His
servitude before mankind, Philippians 2:6-8. The writer of Hebrews tells of the rest for
GOD’s people in Hebrews 4:9-10 NLT:
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So there is a special rest still waiting for the people of God. For all who have
entered into God's rest have rested from their labors, just as God did after
creating the world.

Jesus was alluding to this rest when he admonished us to lose our lives so that
we might save them, Matthew 10:39. It is as we surrender our goals and ambitions that
we can ‘rest’ from the labors for ourselves, so we can then labor for others as we do
God’s work during our ‘rest.’

The fifth commandment (statement of GOD) is found in Exodus 20:12 JPS:

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that
the LORD your God is giving you.

While this statement does not directly relate to GOD, it does however directly
relate to GOD’s authority on earth. At the time of their exodus, Israel was a tribal
community that was ruled by family clans. Submission to the tribal authority was very
important for maintaining order within the society. Even today, the church is a similar
community made up of individual home churches called families. The health of the
church is directly related to the health of the family. We are blessed today with many
ministries that recognize this fact.

On an individual level, it is important for each person to respect the authority of
GOD that is represented in the parents. The father and mother are an earthly
representation of the Father in that they depict both the authority and nurturing of GOD.
The authority of GOD is manifested through discipline (training) and we are instructed to
respect both our earthly father and our heavenly Father for this training, Hebrews
12:10-11 NLT:

For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew
how. But God's discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in His
holiness. No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it's painful! But
afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are
trained in this way.

While we may not always agree with our parents or they may not always be
operating in the will of God, we still need to respect their position for it will bring healing
to our souls. Respecting their position will help us to forgive their failings and will keep
bitterness from corrupting our souls. It is in the realization that our heavenly Father will
not fail us so that we can have hope for our future while releasing forgiveness for the
past.
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Following The Instructions Of GOD

Part Two: Loving Our Neighbor

The second groups of statements relate to our relationship with our fellow man.
These ‘commandments’ deal with the broadest sense of misconduct with our fellow man
and they have other related instructions in the Torah that detail our responsibilities in
these areas. It is these individual instructions that make up many of the 613 commands
found in the Torah. Fortunately for us, the fulfillment of all of these individual
instructions is summed up in one word—love. It was thought by the rabbis that one
could not love GOD if one did not love their neighbor therefore it was imperative to
demonstrate our love for our neighbor by actual acts of compassion.

The one aspect that all of these commandments have in common is that they are
designed to direct our compassionate conduct towards our neighbors. There was much
discussion in the rabbinical ranks regarding who was our neighbor. An expert in the law
once asked Jesus who his neighbor was, Luke 10:29 and Jesus responded with the
parable of the Good Samaritan. The two main points of the parable are that everyone in
need is our neighbor (everybody has a need of some sort) and that we need to do the
most that we can to met that need rather than the least we can do. The Good
Samaritan went out of his way to assist the fallen man and even provided two days
wages to cover the expenses for his convalescence. Our walking in love to our fellow
man and loving our neighbor as ourselves requires this kind of action.

The sixth commandment (statement of GOD) is found in Exodus 20 NLT:

You must not murder.

This is a very short commandment but it has a lot of meaning to it. Let’s
examine the manner in which Jesus presented this commandment (statement) in
Matthew 5:21-22 CJB:

You have heard that our fathers were told, 'Do not murder,' and that anyone
who commits murder will be subject to judgment. But I tell you that anyone who
nurses anger against his brother will be subject to judgment; that whoever calls
his brother, 'You good-for-nothing!' will be brought before the Sanhedrin; that
whoever says, 'Fool!' incurs the penalty of burning in the fire of Gei-Hinnom!

The explanation of murder by Jesus gives us much more information to work
with. Jesus goes right to the root of murder—anger and resentment. This was the
problem with Cain as GOD warned him, Genesis 4:4-8 NLT:
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Abel also brought a gift—the best of the firstborn lambs from his flock. The
LORD accepted Abel and his gift, but He did not accept Cain and his gift. This
made Cain very angry, and he looked dejected. "Why are you so angry?" the
LORD asked Cain. "Why do you look so dejected? You will be accepted if you
do what is right. But if you refuse to do what is right, then watch out! Sin is
crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must subdue it and be its
master." One day Cain suggested to his brother, "Let's go out into the fields."
And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother, Abel, and killed him.

This was exactly the kind of situation that Jesus is warning us about. Allowing
anger and unresolved resentment to fester in our beings can cause us to act in a
manner that we would not normally act in. In the rabbinical sense the lesser sin of
anger can lead to the greater sin of murder. That is why Jesus tells us to leave our gift
before the altar, Matthew 5:23-24 and to be reconciled to our brother first. Paul adds to
this the admonition to not let the sun set on our wrath, Ephesians 4:26. Rather, our love
for our neighbor needs to follow the pattern set forth in 1 Corinthians 13:4-5 CJB:

Love is patient and kind, not jealous, not boastful, not proud, rude or selfish, not
easily angered, and it keeps no record of wrongs.

The seventh commandment (statement of GOD) is found in Exodus 20:14 NLT:

You must not commit adultery.

To fully understand the problem with adultery, one needs to understand the
sense of holiness. GOD sets apart people, things, and institutions in order to fulfill His
plans on the earth. Marriage is one of those institutions that was designed to provide a
holy and conducive environment for raising children. Children need to see the discipline
modeled by the father and the nurturing love modeled by the mother in order to gain a
complete and accurate picture of our heavenly Father. Sexual fidelity is important to
maintain a healthy relationship between both marriage partners for this purpose.
Infidelity always places a cloud over the relationship that will hinder the emotional
growth of the children.

The potential problems with infidelity and opposing moral values are reasons that
Paul spoke against being yoked with unbelievers. While the believing partner could
sanctify the unbeliever, the unbeliever would be a constant source of problems for the
faith of the believing partner. We realize that there are situations where one of the
spouses comes to GOD and this problem is created at that time.
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This would be unavoidable and not the same as knowingly going into a
relationship with an unbeliever. In the former situation, Paul encourages the believers
to stay in the relation (providing that no harm is being done) in order to sanctify the
other spouse and the children. The latter scenario is different in that you would be
going into the relationship expecting the other person to change and that seldom is
grounds for a successful relationship. That is why Paul warns against light and
darkness trying to fellowship, 2 Corinthians 6:14. GOD also had this very same concern
for the children of Israel for an incident occurred before they had reached the Promised
Land, Numbers 25:1-3 NLT:

While the Israelites were camped at Acacia Grove, some of the men defiled
themselves by having sexual relations with local Moabite women. These
women invited them to attend sacrifices to their gods, so the Israelites feasted
with them and worshiped the gods of Moab. In this way, Israel joined in the
worship of Baal of Peor, causing the LORD's anger to blaze against His people.

Unfortunately this type of idolatry would continue to plague the children of Israel
until the time of their exile to Babylon. Paul warns us about this type of thing occurring
today, I Corinthians 10:8 CJB:

And let us not engage in sexual immorality, as some of them did, with the
consequence that 23,000 died in a single day.

This was in direct reference to the people that died as a result of the idolatry with
the Moabite women and the problem that it created for the spiritual life of the children of
Israel. Another aspect to adultery further complicates one’s spiritual life is the taking
holy things and mixing them with unholy things. GOD wanted His people to understand
such principles so He created some physical objects lessons for them to learn about
improper mixing, Deuteronomy 9-11 NLT:

You must not plant any other crop between the rows of your vineyard. If you do,
you are forbidden to use either the grapes from the vineyard or the other crop.
You must not plow with an ox and a donkey harnessed together. You must not
wear clothing made of wool and linen woven together.

These physical examples were to show the children of Israel lessons regarding
the mixing of diver elements. While these elements may seem harmless in the natural
realm, they nevertheless they bear great consequences in the spiritual realm. Paul
warns of this reality in 1 Corinthians 6:15-16 NLT:
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Following The Instructions Of GOD

Don't you realize that your bodies are actually parts of Christ? Should a man
take his body, which is part of Christ, and join it to a prostitute? Never! And
don't you realize that if a man joins himself to a prostitute, he becomes one
body with her? For the Scriptures say, "The two are united into one."

The eighth commandment (statement of GOD) is found in Exodus 20:15 NLT:

You must not steal.

The prohibition against stealing is one of the more important means of
maintaining order in society. The proliferation of theft is a very disruptive element in that
it breeds uncertainty and because of security needs, it robs the society of needed
resources that are better used elsewhere. It also breeds a sense of fear for the
populous cannot trust that the fruit of their labor will be protected. It is this very concern
that will decrease productivity with in the society. GOD wanted a productive society that
can produce enough sustenance to support the needy as well. Paul recognized this
principle in Ephesians 4: 28 NLT:

If you are a thief, quit stealing. Instead, use your hands for good hard work,
and then give generously to others in need.

The other problem encounter with stealing is related to the person of the thief.
GOD had built into mankind a pride for doing the work that GOD ordained for them.
That is why GOD gave mankind dominion over the earth in order to execute authority
over the creation. The authority was a useful tool when mankind had a pure heart but
after the fall, it caused men to become greedy. Greed began to corrupt mankind to the
point that personal initiative was replaced by short-term expediency—taking what you
wanted rather than working for it. This shortcut to prosperity bypasses all of the positive
effects or working for your goals in a responsible manner.

When one works for their gain they can take pride in their accomplishments; they
can achieve lasting results rather than short term gain (easy come, easy go); the
discipline of working towards the goal is used for other worthy pursuits; and people will
praise you for your noble efforts. It is for these reasons that Scripture warns against
entering into thievery:

It is considered a work of the enemy, John 10:10 CJB: The thief comes only in
order to steal, kill and destroy; I have come so that they may have life, life in its
fullest measure.
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It is equated to suffering, 1 Peter 4:15 CJB: Let none of you suffer for being a
murderer or a thief or an evildoer or a meddler in other people's affairs.
It will exempt you from God’s kingdom, Zechariah 5:3 NLT: Then he said to
me, "This scroll contains the curse that is going out over the entire land. One side
of the scroll says that those who steal will be banished from the land; the other
side says that those who swear falsely will be banished from the land.

The ninth commandment (statement of GOD) is found in Exodus 20: 16 NLT:

You must not testify falsely against your neighbor.

In the biblical days, land disputes were often settled by testimony in court. It
was tempting for scheming people to bribe witnesses in order to acquire the land that
they wanted. Such schemes would work to imprison their enemies or in the case of
Jesus to cause them to be executed. This was such a grievous practice that GOD
included a judgment against it in the Zechariah 5:3 verse cited above. In addition to
the more legal application of this commandment (statement of GOD) is a more practical
application, a prohibition against gossip and rumor spreading. Paul was concerned
about this issue when he gave the following instructions in 1 Timothy 5:13 NLT:

And if they are on the list, they will learn to be lazy and will spend their time
gossiping from house to house, meddling in other people's business and talking
about things they shouldn't.

Paul was also concerned regarding the idle people in Thessalonica, 2
Thessalonians 3:11 NLT:

Yet we hear that some of you are living idle lives, refusing to work and meddling
in other people's business.

We often encounter this practice in the workplace as well as social functions. We
need to understand that such activity is far from harmless and is specifically prohibited
by GOD and can be a source of trouble, 1 Peter 4:15 CJB:

Let none of you suffer for being a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or a
meddler in other people's affairs.
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The tenth commandment (statement of GOD) is found in Exodus 20:17 NLT:

You must not covet your neighbor's house. You must not covet your neighbor's
wife, male or female servant, ox or donkey, or anything else that belongs to
your neighbor.

The word covet comes from the Hebrew word chamad, which means to desire or
to delight in. The root of all coveting is the inappropriate desire to have something of
another person. This desire ignores the admonition to be content with what we have,
Philippians 4:11. Our failure to be content with what GOD creates an evil heart and it is
the source for greed as mentioned in Mark 7:20-23 NLT:

And then He added, "It is what comes from inside that defiles you. For from
within, out of a person's heart, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft,
murder, adultery, greed, wickedness, deceit, lustful desires, envy, slander,
pride, and foolishness. All these vile things come from within; they are what
defile you."

The evil heart says that it wants what it wants and does not care about what
GOD wants them to have. This is a foolish attitude for GOD has said that He will give
us the desires that are in our hearts as we walk in obedience to Him, Psalms 37:4 KJV:

Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of
thine heart.

We honor GOD by being content with what we have and by allowing GOD to
bless us according to His wisdom. This is an essential point for often times we desire
things that are not best for us or we want things in a timetable that may not be beneficial
for us as well. We need to trust our Father that He knows what is best for us for our
failure to resist greed is considered as idolatry, Colossians 3:5 NLT:

So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do
with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don't be greedy, for a
greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world.
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We need to seek the things of the Kingdom rather than the things of the world.
Jesus tells us to lay up our treasure in heaven in Matthew 6:19-21 NLT:

Don't store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys
them, and where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven,
where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal.
Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.

We need to have our hearts fixed on GOD so that we can love Him with all of our
being. Allowing the things of this world to become idols will hinder our walk with GOD, 1
John 2:16 NLT:

For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for
everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These are
not from the Father, but are from this world.

They will divert our attention from GOD, and they will hinder our relations will
others. James tells us that wars and disputes come from misplaced desires, James
4:1-3 NLT:

What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don't they come from the
evil desires at war within you? You want what you don't have, so you scheme
and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others have, but you can't get it, so you
fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don't have what you want
because you don't ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don't get it
because your motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure.

It is clear from these verses that our goal of holiness cannot be accomplished
without honoring the Ten Commandments (statements of GOD).
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The Will of GOD – Part 1

When I was researching the will of GOD for this study, I found an
interesting point—the Old Testament had only one reference to the will of GOD. I
initially thought that is was strange to not have more references to the will of GOD but
then I realized that the Hebrew people followed the Torah where the will of GOD was
detailed for them. While we always need to keep the foundation of Torah instructions in
our faith walk, it has become apparent that GOD is revealing His will in different ways. I
believe this is why it was significant that Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would lead us
into all truth, John 16:13 NLT:

When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all truth. He will not speak
on His own but will tell you what He has heard. He will tell you about the future.

It will be discovered in this teaching that the work of the Holy Spirit is to reveal
GOD’s will for each believer according to the purposes that GOD has ordained for
them. The main reason for this expanding revelation of GOD’s will is that His mission
has changed from one people to reaching the entire world that is filled with many
different ethic groups. It is because of this necessity to reach others that GOD will build
upon the foundation of the Torah instructions (GOD’s statements) with current
instructions directed by the Spirit of GOD. To place this concept in other words, we still
need to honor the basic principles that are found in the Torah but we must be open to
new and different applications of those principles. Such was the case of Jesus, where
He would do things that seemed contradictory to their traditions but on closer
examination, they were entirely consistent with Torah. GOD is a GOD of infinite
possibilities so we must not place Him in a box and say ‘this is the only way that GOD
can move.’ Rather, we must be open to any leading that the Holy Spirit will bring in
order for us to complete the Great Commission given to us by Jesus.

We will begin our study by examining the life of Jesus and how he related His
duty to the will of GOD:

The central verse to express the mission of Jesus is found in John 4:34 NLT:
Then Jesus explained: “My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who
sent Me, and from finishing His work.”
The sustaining force in the life of Jesus was to do the Father’s will. Jesus said
that He would not do anything that He did not see the Father doing, John 5:19
NLT: So Jesus explained, "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by Himself.
He does only what He sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son
also does.



26

The work that GOD was doing was to save the world, John 3:17.
Jesus was first sent to save the lost sheep of Israel, Matthew 15:24.
Then the message of reconciliation was to go to the Gentiles, John 10:16.
The complete work of Jesus was to restore the people of Israel to GOD and to
bring the things of GOD unto the Gentiles.

GOD’s purpose was to create one new body out of both parties, Ephesians 3:6 NLT:

And this is God's plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good News
share equally in the riches inherited by God's children. Both are part of the
same body, and both enjoy the promise of blessings because they belong to
Christ Jesus.

Our fulfilling of the will of GOD is to assist GOD in His plan for this dual
reconciliation. Jesus was very serious about fulfilling His mission. Philippians 2:6-8
NLT describes His dedication to the Father’s will:

Though He was God, He did not think of equality with God as something to
cling to. Instead, He gave up His divine privileges; He took the humble position
of a slave and was born as a human being. When He appeared in human form,
He humbled Himself in obedience to God and died a criminal's death on a
cross.

The entire focus of the ministry of Jesus was on being obedient to the mission of
GOD. Jesus states this focus in John 6:38-39 NLT:

For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent Me, not to do
My own will. And this is the will of God, that I should not lose even one of all
those He has given Me, but that I should raise them up at the last day.

Jesus was explaining what it meant to be the good shepherd. It meant watching
out over the flock, protecting them from their enemies—John 10:11-15, and meeting the
sheep’s need for food, John 21:15-17. Jesus was successful in this mission for He said
on the night before He died in John 17:4 NLT: I brought glory to You here on earth by
completing the work You gave Me to do. Jesus completed this work by protecting the
disciples, John 17:12 NLT: During My time here, I protected them by the power of the
name You gave Me. I guarded them so that not one was lost, except the one headed for
destruction, as the Scriptures foretold.
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We have learned so far that the will of GOD involves reconciling (bring people to
GOD and restoring the relationship with GOD that was lost in the fall), protecting the
people of GOD from their enemies (we’ll touch on this subject in greater detail), and
helping the people of GOD to nourish their souls in the food of GOD (we’ll touch on this
subject in greater detail). These are worthy tasks and they require disciples of Jesus
that will dedicate themselves to this mission in the same manner that Jesus did. This is
why Jesus said that we must pick up our cross daily to follow him, Matthew 10:38,
16:24; Mark 8:34, 10:21; Luke 9:23, 14:27. We now need to explore what it means to
pick up your cross to follow Him.

The act of picking up the cross is a denial of the things of this world. Jesus said
that while he was on the earth that He possessed nothing, Luke 9:58. Jesus was
setting a pattern for us to follow. We can be more productive for the Kingdom if we
have less worldly things to hold us back; plus worldly things can steal our affections if
we are not careful. It is not wrong to have things, but it is wrong to long after them and
to treasure them. We are told in James 4:4 NLT of a more proper attitude towards these
things:

You adulterers! Don't you realize that friendship with the world makes you an
enemy of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you make
yourself an enemy of God.

Picking up the cross is our statement of denying the things of the world and to
the influences that they can exert over us. It is essential that we understand this point,
1 John 2:17 NLT:

And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But
anyone who does what pleases God will live forever.

It is by this sacrifice of those things in our life that will provide security and
comfort as we learn to rely on the provision of GOD rather than on our own provision. It
is as we experience the least minute provisions (those trials that test our faith) that we
can come to trust GOD and thereby release our anxieties over the issue of provision.
Then we can fully come to understand the complete will of GOD in a very personal
manner, Romans 12:2 NLT:

Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you
into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know
God's will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.



28

This was the very course that Jesus used to teach His disciples and they were
able to turn the world upside down in their day by the nature of their commitment to the
things of GOD. The will and mission of GOD is suffering today because believers do
not understand the commitment that is necessary to follow Jesus. We are taught that
we just need to accept Jesus and all our problems will go away. But this teaching is
false and it leaves the believers weak and vulnerable. True spiritual growth and
strength come through sacrifice and trial:

Hebrews 5:8 NLT: speaks of the very trials that Jesus experienced: Even though
Jesus was God's Son, He learned obedience from the things He suffered.
James 1:2-4 NLT: tells us: Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your
way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your faith
is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your
endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.
Hebrews 12: 9-11 NLT: Since we respected our earthly fathers who disciplined
us, shouldn't we submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our spirits,
and live forever? For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the
best they knew how. But God's discipline is always good for us, so that we might
share in His holiness. No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it's
painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who
are trained in this way.

We must come to understand that our affection to the things of this world is what
will cause us to stumble. We have all been in that situation where we valued earthly
things over the things of GOD, whether they were possessions, properties, or
entertainment activities. We sometimes can look back and laugh at the foolishness of
our misguided affections but at the time it was a struggle to put them down. James
describes this situation:

And remember, when you are being tempted, do not say, "God is tempting me."
God is never tempted to do wrong, and He never tempts anyone else.
Temptation comes from our own desires, which entice us and drag us away.
These desires give birth to sinful actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it
gives birth to death—James 1:13-15 NLT.

We need to be disciplined (trained) in resisting the desires of the world so that we
do not enter into sin that will deter us from walking in the will of GOD. The very struggle
that we mentioned above can cause us to sin against GOD by placing our affections on
these false idols. The writer of Hebrews encourages us in Hebrews 12:1 NLT:
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the
life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin
that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set
before us.

Paul also writes in Galatians 5:16, 24 NLT:

So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won't be doing what your
sinful nature craves. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the
passions and desires of their sinful nature to His cross and crucified them there.

Entering into the will of GOD means to walk in a crucified manner on a daily
basis. This means getting up each morning and placing GOD as the priority of our lives.
Every conscious moment needs to be spent honoring GOD in everything that we say;
everything thing that we do; and even everything that we think—1Corinthians 10:5 ASV:

….casting down imaginations, and every high thing that is exalted against the
knowledge of God, and bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of
Christ.

The people of the world will notice this type of behavior and many will be drawn
to you. This is what Jesus meant regarding placing our light on a lampstand (menorah-
the symbol of obedience to GOD’s will)—Matthew 5:15. When we do this, we give a
witness of the goodness of GOD and that brings glory to His name. It will also silence
our critics, 1 Peter 2:15 NLT: It is God's will that your honorable lives should silence
those ignorant people who make foolish accusations against you.

The major stumbling point for most believers that will prevent them from walking in
GOD’s will is the fear of suffering. As we have seen, it is the very act of suffering that
teaches us obedience to GOD’s will and trains us to resist the lures of the world. And
while this training is not pleasant, it is necessary for our spiritual growth as illustrated
below:

This is why we are encouraged in Hebrews 10:36 NLT to have patience: Patient
endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to do God's will. Then
you will receive all that He has promised.
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It is this promise of reward that builds our faith, Hebrews 11:6 NLT: And it is
impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to Him must
believe that God exists and that He rewards those who sincerely seek Him.
Jesus understood this challenge and it motivated Him to complete His mission,
as it should us, Hebrew 12:2 NLT: We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the
champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting Him,
He endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now He is seated in the place of
honor beside God's throne.
The promise of GOD’s blessings should be a great encouragement for us as
Peter reminds us in 1 Peter 4:1-2 NLT: So then, since Christ suffered physical
pain, you must arm yourselves with the same attitude He had, and be ready to
suffer, too. For if you have suffered physically for Christ, you have finished with
sin. You won't spend the rest of your lives chasing your own desires, but you
will be anxious to do the will of God.
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The Will of GOD – Part 2

In part one, we discovered that the will of GOD involved three ministry aspects—
reconciling people to GOD, protecting the flock, and nourishing the flock. We saw how
Jesus accomplished His mission by walking completely in the will of GOD. We also
saw how we, as His disciples, were to follow His example in being a witness to the
world of the love of GOD. Being in the will of GOD and living this love is not easy and it
involves some sacrifice and suffering on behalf of the believer. This suffering is
intended to promote spiritual growth so that the disciple can be faithful in their mission.
We should spend just a little more time exploring this aspect of the will of GOD before
we proceed to the understanding of our duty to protect the flock since our duty in this
area can cause elements of concern within the believer.

Suffering is a natural part of the believer’s life since the values that we walk by
are diametrically opposite to those of the world. Jesus warns us of this very situation in
John 16:33 NLT:

I have told you all this so that you may have peace in Me. Here on earth you will
have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the
world.

It is a natural course of events that as we model the love of GOD before the
world that they will react out of the rebelliousness that is in their hearts and thus will
cause suffering to the believer. We were once this way before we knew the things of
GOD so we should not be surprised when it happens to us, so Peter encourages us, 1
Peter 3:17 NLT:

Remember, it is better to suffer for doing good, if that is what God wants, than
to suffer for doing wrong!

We did suffer in the world when we were following the ways of the world and it
did not benefit us at all for even the children of the world will persecute each other. But
we do receive a special persecution when we do what is right before GOD. Peter
encourages us to be faithful in doing good, even if we do suffer, 1 Peter 4:19 NLT:

So if you are suffering in a manner that pleases God, keep on doing what is
right, and trust your lives to the God who created you, for He will never fail you.



32

Having this encouragement in mind, let us proceed to the next aspect of our
ministry and that is to protect the flock of GOD. Jesus describes the role of the Good
Shepherd in John 10:9-11 NLT:

Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through Me will be saved. They will
come and go freely and will find good pastures. The thief's purpose is to steal
and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life. I am
the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices His life for the sheep.

We learn here that Jesus is the one and only true shepherd of the flock. There
were other shepherds before that misled the children of Israel and there will be others
that claim to be shepherds that will try to misled us even to this day, as mentioned in the
following references:

John 10:8 NLT: All who came before Me were thieves and robbers. But the true
sheep did not listen to them;
2 Peter 2:1 NLT: But there were also false prophets in Israel, just as there will

be false teachers among you. They will cleverly teach destructive heresies and
even deny the Master who bought them. In this way, they will bring sudden
destruction on themselves.

Jesus knew that after He left that others would come to mislead the flock as we
have stated above, Matthew 24:4-5,11,23-27; so Jesus gave us spiritual gifts to help
the church resists these attacks, Ephesians 4:11-14 NLT:

Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets,
the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip
God's people to do His work and build up the church, the body of Christ. This
will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's
Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete
standard of Christ. Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won't
be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be
influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the
truth.
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There are several points that need to be made regarding these verses. The first
is that the five-fold ministry is not meant to be the Shepherd for that role solely belongs
to Jesus, but rather they do the work of the Shepherd. Secondly, the five-fold ministry
is not intended to be the work of a single individual but rather the work of gifted
believers working together to provide the spiritual umbrella of protection for the flock.
There is a great danger to the flock when the giftings are consolidated into one
individual, as we shall see in the following verses. Thirdly it is important to have
qualified people in these positions as appointed by the Holy Spirit. Let us explore each
point in greater detail.

There is a common misunderstanding within the body of believers regarding the
role of the leader we call ‘pastor.’ It is important that we understand this issue because
it is at the root of most problems within the body of believers. It is important that we
understand that there can be only one Shepherd of the flock and that Shepherd must be
Jesus. Jesus clearly states in John 10:14 NLT:

I am the good shepherd; I know My own sheep, and they know Me.

To have any other Shepherd would be idolatry. What we have commonly come
to know as ‘pastors’ are really called elders or overseers. They are in essence lead
sheep and they are intended to assist the Good Shepherd in managing the flock.
When Jesus told Peter to ‘feed my sheep,’ John 21:14-17, He was not telling Peter to
be the Shepherd but to do the work of the Shepherd. This is why Paul instructs Titus to
appoint elders in every city; Titus 1:5, so that the people will have leadership to guide
them. It is not the role of the leadership to dictate GOD’s will to the people (that is the
role of the Good Shepherd) but rather to learn the calling that the Good Shepherd has
placed on the believer and to assist the believer in growing into that calling. The gift of
the ‘pastor’ to the body of believers is more of a nurturing ministry than a position or
title. Many problems have afflicted the church because the leadership of the body did
not fully understand their role.

Jesus always intended that His work would be carried on by a body of believers
rather then by a hierarchy of individuals. Jesus gave the following instructs to His
disciples as He was preparing to leave the earth, Matthew 28:19-20 NLT:

Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to
obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.
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The things that the disciples taught were how the body of Jesus was to function.
Paul remarks in Romans 12:4-5 NLT:

Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it
is with Christ's body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each
other.

Also, Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 12:7 NLT: A spiritual gift is given to each of
us so we can help each other. It is apparent from these verses that Paul is telling us
that the entire body is to be taught obedience to the will of GOD so that they can
function in the role within the body that GOD has planned for them. It is not the role of
‘leadership’ to provide the vision and direction for the body, but it is the body of Jesus
itself that is individually responding to GOD’s plan for their life that will fashion the direct
for the assembly at large.

Lastly, it is important that the leadership of the body of believers is qualified for
the position. Paul sensing the importance of leadership goes into great detail in his
letters to Timothy and Titus to detail the qualifications and ministry of the leadership.
One of the most overlooked qualifications is that the leader must have proven
themselves to be competent leaders of their own homes. Paul asked the important
question, 1Timothy 3:4-5 NLT:

He must manage his own family well, having children who respect and obey
him. For if a man cannot manage his own household, how can he take care of
God's church?

Our modern system of seminary training avoids this practice and will thusly place
in leadership, people that have not proven that they can lead their own family or even a
small group of believers that may meet in their home. It was always GOD’s intent that
the leadership would rise up from the local ranks and be respected of the local people, 1
Timothy 3:7 NLT:

Also, people outside the church must speak well of him so that he will not be
disgraced and fall into the devil's trap.

It can be very stressful for a new pastor to take a flock that they do not know in a
town that they do not know. GOD had a much better plan that worked to protect the
leader as well as the flock and would keep His ministering body from deception. Jesus
understood the problems that the body of believers would face so He warned them
about the false prophets/teachers and admonished them in Matthew 10:16 NLT:
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Look, I am sending you out as sheep among wolves. So be as shrewd as
snakes and harmless as doves.

Jesus and the apostles saw the misuse of religion within the ranks of the Jewish
leaders and knew that it would happen within the body of Jesus:

Luke 20:46:47 NLT: "Beware of these teachers of religious law! For they like to
parade around in flowing robes and love to receive respectful greetings as they
walk in the marketplaces. And how they love the seats of honor in the
synagogues and the head table at banquets. Yet they shamelessly cheat
widows out of their property and then pretend to be pious by making long prayers
in public. Because of this, they will be severely punished."
Philippians 3:18-19 NLT: For I have told you often before, and I say it again with
tears in my eyes, that there are many whose conduct shows they are really
enemies of the cross of Christ. They are headed for destruction. Their god is
their appetite, they brag about shameful things, and they think only about this life
here on earth.
2 Peter 2:1-3 NLT: But there were also false prophets in Israel, just as there will
be false teachers among you. They will cleverly teach destructive heresies and
even deny the Master who bought them. In this way, they will bring sudden
destruction on themselves. Many will follow their evil teaching and shameful
immorality. And because of these teachers, the way of truth will be slandered. In
their greed they will make up clever lies to get hold of your money. But God
condemned them long ago, and their destruction will not be delayed.

What can the body of believers do in light of this great threat? First of all, we
must understand the word of GOD. We can be easily misled if we do not know the
Scriptures, as we should. Jesus comments in John 7:17 NLT:

Anyone who wants to do the will of God will know whether My teaching is from
God or is merely My own.

It is as we walk in the will of GOD that the truth of GOD’s instructions becomes
evident to us. This truth will stand out against the dark background of lies, 1 Timothy
4:1 NLT:

Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will turn away
from the true faith; they will follow deceptive spirits and teachings that come
from demons.


